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VIRTUAL 
 

DATE AND TIME 
Wed., October 9, 2024  

5:30pm – 7:00pm 
This session will not be 

recorded. 
. 

 

REGISTER BY MONDAY, 
OCTOBER 7, 2024 

 
Register Online 
https://otac.site-

ym.com/events/EventDetails.
aspx?id=1893376&group= 

 

Register by Fax 
916/294-0415 

 
Register by Mail 

Send form with payment to: 
OTAC, 

3620 American River Dr., 
Suite 230 

Sacramento, CA 95864 
Registration must be received 

by September 24, 2024 
 

QUESTIONS? 
Contact OTAC staff:  

Email staff@otaconline.org 
Call toll-free (888) 686-3225 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Building Inclusive and Culturally Responsive               
Educational Spaces (1.5 PDUs) 
Wednesday, October 9, 2024 | 5:30pm – 7:00pm | Virtual 
 
 
Learning Objectives 
 
Participants will be able to: 

• Describe challenges and opportunities to integrate DEIOJ in academic 
settings. 

• Analyze the impact of DEIOJ initiatives on educational outcomes in 
occupational therapy. 

• Reflect actionable strategies for enhancing DEIOJ in personal academic 
settings. 

 
 

REGISTRATION FORM One form per person.  Please type or print clearly. Check appropriate boxes
   
OTAC MEMBERS $19  
NONMEMBERS  $39  
 
TOTAL DUE: $__________                  Please review the cancellation/refund policy. 
 
Name _____________________________________________________________________  __  

Employer __________________________________________________________________  

Home Address _ 

City State Zip _ 

Email _ 

Mobile _ 

PAYMENT OPTIONS: CHECK ONE 
 Check (payable to OTAC) #__________  MasterCard    Visa    AMEX    Discover 

Credit Card Number  

Exp Date VCode  

Cardholder Name  

Cardholder Signature Date  
SUBMIT PAYMENT: 
 Fax to: 916/294-0415, or  Mail to: OTAC, 3620 American River Dr., #230, Sacramento, CA 
95864, or 

REGISTER ONLINE - https://otac.site-ym.com/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1893376&group= 
Cancellation/Refund Policy. $25 is retained to cover cancellation/refund processing costs. Written notice 
must be received in the OTAC office by October 7, 2024, to be eligible for refunds. No refunds after this date. 
Disclaimer: OTAC reserves the right to make changes to the program. No refunds will made based on these 
changes. 

mailto:info@otaconline.org
http://www.otaconline.org/
https://otac.site-ym.com/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1893376&group=
https://otac.site-ym.com/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1893376&group=
https://otac.site-ym.com/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1893376&group=
mailto:staff@otaconline.org
https://otac.site-ym.com/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1893376&group=
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ABOUT THIS PRESENTATION 
 
Learning Objectives 
Participants will be able to: 

• Describe challenges and opportunities to 
integrate DEIOJ in academic settings. 

• Analyze the impact of DEIOJ initiatives on 
educational outcomes in occupational 
therapy. 

• Reflect actionable strategies for enhancing 
DEIOJ in personal academic settings. 

 
ABOUT OUR PRESENTERS 
 

Jesus Diaz, OTD, OT/L, 
was born in Mexico City 
and raised in Los Angeles. 
He completed his 
undergraduate, master’s, 
and clinical doctorate 
degrees at the University of 
Southern California. Díaz 

is the first associate chair of diversity, access, and 
equity (DAE) for the University of Southern 
California Chan Division. Serving as an integral 
part of the division’s leadership team, he oversees 
the development of initiatives, practices, programs, 
and policies across education, research, and 
practice/service missions to support the division, 
school, and university’s goals toward diversity and 
inclusion. 

 
Melisa Kaye, EdD, 
OTR/L, earned a 
Doctorate in Education 
with dual emphases in 
learning and instruction 
and educational technology 
from the University of San 
Francisco. She works as an 
assistant professor of 
occupational therapy at San 

Jose State University. Kaye is the founder and chair 
of the OT DEI Action Committee in her 
department. She has also practiced pediatric 
occupational therapy for 25 years and is the director 
emeritus of Firefly Center: Therapy Services for 
Children. Kaye’s research interests include the 
scholarship of teaching and learning in healthcare, 
embedding diversity and inclusion in healthcare 
education, and resilience in children and their 
families. 
 

Ryan Lavalley, PhD, 
OTR/L, is an assistant 
professor in the Division of 
Occupational Science and 
Occupational Therapy at 
the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill 
(UNC-CH). He is also the 

founder and primary lead of the Community 
Practice Lab. Lavalley has worked as a community 
occupational therapy practitioner since 2014, 
providing and developing programming most often 
related to aging, dementia, and housing across 
Orange County, NC. He continues to work in 
partnership with multiple collaborators across 
Orange County and North Carolina to further 
community-rooted initiatives. Lavalley is also the 
current coordinator for the Carolina Aging Network 
which is a coalition of campus partners who work in 
aging. Additionally, he teaches the Community-
Level Occupational Therapy course in the Master of 
Occupational Therapy Program at UNC-CH 
through which he has guided student partnerships 
with multiple local organizations to develop 
programming and strategic actions steps to support 
community health and participation and co-hosts an 
occupational therapy podcast with Dr. Khalilah 
Johnson. Lavalley is originally from West Virginia 
and earned his bachelor’s and master’s at Xavier 
University in Cincinnati, focusing on occupational 
therapy, social justice, and peace studies. 
 

 

Building Inclusive and Culturally Responsive Educational Spaces (1.5 PDUs) 
About This Presentation and About Our Presenters 

 
 
 

mailto:info@otaconline.org
http://www.otaconline.org/
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Karen Park, OTD, OTR/L, 
(she/her), is an assistant 
professor and doctoral 
capstone coordinator at the 
University of St. Augustine 
for Health Sciences (USA) 
in San Marcos, Calif. She 
graduated with master’s 

and doctorate degrees in occupational therapy from 
the University of Southern California, Chan 
Division of Occupational Science and Occupational 
Therapy. Park is Board Certified in Pediatrics by 
the American Occupational Therapy Association 
(AOTA) and has extensive experience in pediatric 
practice in a variety of service settings including 
early intervention, hospital, clinic, and outpatient 
children’s mental health. Prior to joining the faculty 
at USA, she was a director of academic fieldwork 
education. Park’s expertise in fieldwork education 
focuses on role emerging fieldwork experiences in 
children’s mental health settings; specifically, 
mentoring occupational therapy (OT) students in 
identifying and establishing the role of OT in 
addressing the occupational needs of underserved 
children and families with a history of complex 
trauma. As a 2nd generation, Korean American, 
neurodivergent woman, and child of immigrants, 
embracing her racial identity in academic spaces 
significantly influences how she shows up as an 
educator. She is deeply invested in representation 
and inclusion in all areas of OT including practice, 
advocacy, academia, and leadership.  
 

Sheryl Ryan, PhD, 
OTR/L, is an assistant 
professor in the 
Occupational Therapy 
Department at California 
State University 
Dominguez Hills. She 
teaches in the research and 
population health curricular 
threads and serves as the 

chair of the department JEDI Advisory Group.  
 
 

FIND OTHER SPECIAL TOPIC FORUMS 
HERE THROUGH OUR ONLINE MASTER 

CALENDAR 
 

AND 
JOIN US FOR THE  

OTAC ANNUAL CONFERENCE &  
INNOVATIVE EXPO 

NOVEMBER 7-10, 2024 
PASADENA, CA 

FIND BROCHURE AND REGISTRATION 
HERE 

 

 
ABOUT SPECIAL TOPIC FORUMS 
 
Why OTAC Special Topic Forums? To support OTAC Core 
Value 7 – Professional Development: To provide quality 
education and resources to advance the knowledge, skills, and 
continued competence of occupational therapy practitioners. 
 
Professional Development Units (PDUs) | MyOTlicense 
 
PDUs will be entered into your MyOTLicense cloud-based 
PDU tracking ‘filing cabinet.’ (Must be an OTAC member or 
MyOTLicense subscriber. This service is available only to 
OT/OTA licensees.) 

To earn PDUs, registrants must complete the post 
event survey that is emailed out within one week 
following the event. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:info@otaconline.org
http://www.otaconline.org/
https://www.otaconline.org/otac-events-calendar
https://www.otaconline.org/education/annual-conference
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Event Disclaimer  
This event is sponsored by OTAC for the purpose of 
professional development. The material presented is not 
intended to represent the only or the best methods appropriate 
for the occupational therapy and/or medical condition, or 
professional development issues being discussed, but rather is 
intended to present the opinions of the presenters, which may 
be helpful to other health care professionals at arriving at their 
own conclusions and consequent application. Attendees 
participating in this professional development education 
program do so with the full knowledge that they waive any 
claim they may have against OTAC and its representatives for 
reliance on any information presented during this educational 
event.  

Click here for OTAC’s complete disclaimer/terms. 
You must agree to these disclaimers/terms. Please don’t 
register if you do not. 
 
About MyOTLicense. MyOTLicense is a secure, cloud-
based, easy-to-use virtual information and management 
tracking tool to help occupational therapy practitioners 
manage their professional information: licenses, certificates, 
memberships, professional development. You can think of 
MyOTLicense as your professional virtual electronic filing 
cabinet. 
 

 
 
 
About OTAC. OTAC is a nonprofit, 501c6. This means that 
end-of-year net revenue is retained for operations and benefit 
of the members and is not distributed to private owners. It is 
governed by an elected, noncompensated Board of Directors 
and hires a professional association management team. 
 
OTAC Mission Statement. OTAC is the collective voice that 
serves, promotes, and supports the profession of occupational 
therapy and its practitioners.  
 
 

mailto:info@otaconline.org
http://www.otaconline.org/
https://www.otaconline.org/application/files/3816/8253/3196/Disclaimer_policies_for_all_PDUs.pdf
https://www.otaconline.org/application/files/3816/8253/3196/Disclaimer_policies_for_all_PDUs.pdf
https://www.otaconline.org/application/files/3816/8253/3196/Disclaimer_policies_for_all_PDUs.pdf

