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This Forum will be recorded
and made available to
attendees approximately

Jan. 31.

DATE AND TIME
January 21, 2025
6:00pm - 7:30pm

Register Online
https://otac.site-
ym.com/events/EventDetails.
aspx?id=1918294&group=

Register by Fax
916/294-0415

Register by Mail
Send form with payment to:
OTAC,

3620 American River Dr.,
Suite 230
Sacramento, CA 95864
Registration must be received
by January 17, 2025

QUESTIONS?
Contact OTAC staff:

Email staff@otaconline.org

Call toll-free (888) 686-3225
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Special Topic Forum - VIRTUAL

Advocating for Occupational Therapy Practitioners’ Roles
in Pediatric Settings (1.5 PDUs)

Allison Q. Phillips, OTD, OTR/L; Rachel Eckerling, OTD, OTR/L; Joan M. Surfus, OTD,
OTR/L

There is compelling evidence for pediatric occupational therapy practitioners’ (OTP) roles in
primary care (PC). OTPs are uniquely skilled at developmental screening and monitoring to
promote development and engagement in meaningful occupations. OTPs bridge a gap in the
continuum of care for families because primary care providers (PCPs) often lack the knowledge,
training, time, or resources to support the initiation of early intervention and other necessary
services. Although caregivers desire to have an OTP on their team of PCPs, more advocacy is
needed to continue highlighting the importance of OTPs in this setting. In this discussion,
participants will learn how to foster connections and advocate for OTPs’ positions in PC settings,
including high-risk infant follow-up.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
e Understand OTPs’ roles in pediatric primary care settings to advocate for their position.
e Describe the process of building collaborations with primary care providers and
establishing OTPs’ roles in implementing developmental screening into primary care
practice.

REGISTRATION FORM One form per person. Please type or print clearly. Check appropriate boxes

MEMBERS 0519 NONMEMBERS [1$39
Please review the cancellation/refund policy.

Name

Employer or School

Home Address

City State Zip

Email

Mobile

PAYMENT OPTIONS: CHECK ONE
O Check (payable to OTAC) #
Credit Card Number,

Exp Date
Cardholder Name

Cardholder Signature
SUBMIT PAYMENT:
O Fax to: 916/294-0415, or

O Mail to: OTAC, 3620 American River Dr., #230, Sacramento, CA 95864, or
REGISTER ONLINE HERE

Cancellation/Refund Policy. $15 is retained to cover cancellation/refund processing costs. Written notice

O MasterCard O Visa O AMEX 0O Discover

VCode

Date

must be received in the OTAC office by January 17, 2025, to be eligible for refunds. No refunds after this date.

Disclaimer: OTAC reserves the right to make changes to the program. No refunds will made based on these
changes.
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Advocating for Occupational Therapy Practitioners’ Roles
in Pediatric Settings (1.5 PDUs)

ABOUT OUR PRESENTERS

Rachel Eckerling, OTD,
OTR/L, is the lead acute care
pediatric occupational therapy
practitioner for the pediatric
intensive care unit and
children’s step-down unit at
Guerin Children’s at Cedars-
Sinai. She works with an
interdisciplinary team to
spearhead protocols and
procedures for both units.

4 Eckerling also provides
evaluations and connects families to community
resources at the High-Risk Infant Progress Clinic at
Cedars-Sinai. When not working, she spends her time
providing respite care to a child with a rare genetic
condition.

Allison Q. Phillips, OTD,
OTR/L, is an assistant
professor of clinical
occupational therapy at the
University of Southern
California (USC) Mrs. T.H.
Chan Division of
Occupational Science and
Occupational Therapy.
Within the Chan division, she
works primarily in the Innovations in Neurodevelop-
mental Sensory Processing Research (insp!re)
laboratory. As the lab's clinical assessment training
coordinator, Phillips trains doctoral and master’s level
students and administers early autism screening tools
and assessments. Her research interests include
investigating early markers of autism in infancy and
early childhood, as well as screening infants who are at
an elevated likelihood for autism. She is passionate
about bridging the gap between research and clinical
practice to better educate and serve families across a
variety of settings.

Joan M. Surfus, OTD,
OTR/L, is an adjunct assistant
professor of clinical
occupational therapy at the
University of Southern
California (USC) Mrs. T.H.
Chan Division of Occupational
Science and Occupational

' Therapy. Surfus owns and
operates Surfus Pediatric Feeding and Occupational
Therapy, providing consultation, assessment, and
intervention for pediatric clients, specializing in pediatric
feeding disorders, autism, sensory integration, and
development. Surfus also works part-time at Cedars-
Sinai Medical Center providing occupational therapy
services in the NICU/PICU and High-Risk Infant
Progress Clinic. When not working, she spends her free
time volunteering abroad providing services for children
with special needs and education for their families.

FIND OTHER OT PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES
THROUGH OTAC’S ONLINE
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

ABOUT THIS SPECIAL TOPIC
FORUM

Professional Development Units (PDUs)

To earn PDUs, registrants must complete the post
event survey that is emailed out within one week
following the event.

Event Disclaimer

This event is sponsored by OTAC for the purpose of
professional development. The material presented is not
intended to represent the only or the best methods appropriate
for the occupational therapy and/or medical condition, or
professional development issues being discussed, but rather is
intended to present the opinions of the presenters, which may
be helpful to other health care professionals at arriving at their
own conclusions and consequent application. Attendees
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participating in this professional development education
program do so with the full knowledge that they waive any
claim they may have against OTAC and its representatives for
reliance on any information presented during this educational
event.

Click here for OTAC’s complete disclaimer/terms.
You must agree to these disclaimers/terms. Please don’t

register if you do not.

Why OTAC Special Topic Forums? To support OTAC Core
Value 7 — Professional Development: To provide quality
education and resources to advance the knowledge, skills, and
continued competence of occupational therapy practitioners.

About OTAC. OTAC is a nonprofit, 501c6. This means that
end-of-year net revenue is retained for operations and for the
benefit of the members and is not distributed to private
owners. It is governed by an elected, noncompensated Board
of Directors and hires a professional association management
team.
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